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AVI CHAI — A COMMITMENT TO
i[él-l%%gEWISH PEOPLE, JUDAISM, AND

AVI CHAl is a private foundation established in 1984 which functions
in the United States and in Israel. Eventually AVI CHAI hopes to be
active in all regions with major Jewish populations.

Whereas we are committed to the perpetuation of the Jewish people,
Judaism, and the centrality of the State of Israel to the Jewish
people, the objectives of AVI CHAI are:

To encourage mutual understanding and sensitivity among
Jews of different religious backgrounds and commitments to
observance.

To encourage those of the Jewish faith towards greater
commitment to Jewish observance and lifestyle by increasing
their understanding, appreciation, and practice of Jewish
traditions, customs and laws.

AVI CHAI adheres to the philosophy of Rav Avraham Yitzhak
HaCohen Kook, zt'l, Chief Rabbi of Israel from 1921-1935, in drawing
guidance for projects designed to further AVI CHAI's objectives.

Among its activities in Israel, AVI CHAI commissioned The Louis
Guttman Israel Institute of Applied Social Research to undertake the
most detailed and in-depth study to date on “Beliefs, Observances,
and Social Interaction among Israeli Jews.” This study provides the
guidelines for an ongoing effort by the Foundation to encourage
discussion among different sectors, both in Israel and the U.S., of the
study findings and of the Jewish character of Israeli society.

AVI CHAI has set as a major priority in Israel the improvement
of Jewish studies in the State School system. To this end, one
of AVI CHAI’s projects is the development, with the Center for
Educational Technology (CET), of a Jewish studies curriculum for
junior high schools. It has also sponsored a new program for the
training of teachers at Oranim, the School of Education of the Kibbutz
Movement.

Among other activities in recent years are: participation in the
creation and ongoing support for Beit Morasha of Jerusalem, an
institute of higher learning to train leaders for public service in
teaching, community and spiritual positions; the creation of an audio-
visual presentation at Beit HaRav Kook; a family education program
by Amiad; and grants to El Ami for programming to strengthen
commitment to Jewish values and practice.

AVI CHAI also supports other programs, including: Elul, a study
institute in which adults and youth with different religious backgrounds
study Jewish texts; support services to rabbis and teachers in
development towns through the Mevaseret Zion Educational Center;
and Eretz Hemdah Institute for the preparation of Rabbinic Court
Judges.

Among the Foundation’s publications, in Hebrew and English, are
Religious and Secular: Conflict and Accommodation between
Jews in Israel, and The World of Rav Kook’s Thought.



THE AVI CHAI PRIZE IN ISRAEL

The AVI CHAI Prize, which is being awarded for the second year,
has already become an annual tradition.

The aim of the Prize is to recognize and encourage significant initiatives
which contribute towards increasing mutual understanding and
sensitivity among Jews of different backgrounds and commitments to
religious observance in Israel.

The Prize may be conferred on any resident of Israel (not an institution,
organization, or any other public body) who has made a significant,
ongoing or innovative contribution to creating a bridge between Jews
with different approaches to tradition, and whose activities stem from
an approach of understanding and appreciation for the various facets
of the Jewish heritage.

The Selection Committee is composed of nine people of public stature
in Israeli society, who represent a broad spectrum of approaches to
Jewish tradition.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel — 5754 is in the amount of NIS 50,000.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel — 5753 was awarded to Dr. Daniel
Tropper, initiator and founder of GESHER Educational Affiliates.

SELECTION COMMITTEE

Dr. Carmi Yogev, Chairman
Educator; Chairman of the Board, Center for Educational
Technology

Rabbi Yehuda Leon Askenazi
Rabbi and educator; Founder of Yair Center for the Study of
Judaism and Zionism; Recipient of Speaker of the Knesset Prize

Prof. Yehuda Bauer
Professor and Academic Chairman, Institute of Contemporary
Jewry, Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Rochelle Furstenberg
Journalist; Contributing Editor, The Jerusalem Report

Prof. Hava Lazarus-Yafeh
Professor of Islamic Civilization, Hebrew University, Jerusalem;
Recipient of Israel Prize for Historical Research

Gurion Meltzer
Industrialist; President and Chief Executive Officer, Tadiran

Victor Shem-Tov
Former Minister of Health and Member of Knesset

Prof. Uriel Simon
Professor of Bible, Bar-llan University

Prof. David W. Weiss
Professor of Medicine, Hebrew University — Hadassah Medical
School, Jerusalem; Member, Board of Trustees of AVI CHAI



THE AVI CHAI PRIZE IN ISRAEL — 5754

is awarded to

MR. ARYE BEN-GURION

Founder of the Inter-kibbutz Holiday Archives, who has
integrated Jewish tradition into the kibbutz community,
and has created an innovative Jewish cultural infrastructure
in a changing world, for the kibbutz and the entire country

Arye Ben-Gurion was born in 1916 in the Crimean Peninsula. His
father, a military doctor, was murdered in 1920 and his mother was
forced to flee to Poland with her two small children. In 1924 they
immigrated to Palestine. Arye studied in the Reali School in Haifa.
During his studies he was a counselor in the Scouts movement and the
youth movement in the immigrant camps. In 1935, upon completion
of his high school studies, he was among the founders of Kibbutz Beit
HaShita. During 1939-41 he served as a teacher and counselor for
40 youths saved by Youth Aliya from Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia.
Ben-Gurion went with them to establish Beit Ha’Arava, near the
shores of the Dead Sea. In 1943 he was recruited by Youth Aliya
to teach in the Teitz Vocational School in Yagur, and at the same
time, to care for the “Teheran children” (Jewish refugees from Europe
smuggled to Palestine through Iran). From 1945-53 he served as an
educator in the schools of his kibbutz. In 1953, Ben-Gurion was sent
with his family to Toronto, Canada, to establish a pioneering youth
movement there, and to serve as a Talmud Torah school teacher and
principal in the Jewish high school.

In 1957 Arye Ben-Gurion coordinated the first national seminar on
holidays for the Kibbutz Hameuchad movement. During the next
ten years he saw to the creation of a textual and experiential
infrastructure for celebrating Shabbat, holidays and holy days, and
special life-cycle events within the kibbutz community. During this
time, he also completed his university studies. In 1968 he was chosen
to coordinate the Cultural Department of Kibbutz Hameuchad and
the Inter-kibbutz Holidays Committee, together with Abba Kovner
and Matityahu Shalem. Within this framework, Ben-Gurion set up
the Holiday Archives, whose purpose is to compile material from
educators on Shabbat, holidays and holy days, on life-cycle events:
bar-mitzvah, marriage, death and mourning, etc. In addition to this
project, he has undertaken educational missions in the United States,
Canada and the CIS, conducting seminars concerning the teaching
and celebration of holidays in schools, communities and families.

Thousands of people, from within Israel and abroad, have visited
the Holiday Archives at Beit HaShita, and have listened to Arye
Ben-Gurion’s lectures. His life work has sought to find an integration
between the tradition of generations, through Shabbat, holiday and
holy days, within the renewed Zionist experience in our land. In this
way Ben-Gurion has worked, and continues to work, towards bringing
the population in the kibbutzim and the country closer to Jewish
tradition and to create a deep-rooted, Jewish cultural infrastructure
in our changing world.
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