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THE AVI CHAI PRIZE IN ISRAEL-5755
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
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52 Vanderbilt Avenue

New York, NY 10017-3808
Tel.: (212) 697-8836

Fax: (212) 697-8879



A COMMITMENT TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE,
JUDAISM, AND ISRAEL

AVI CHALI is a private foundation established in 1984 which functions in
Israel and the United States. Eventually AVI CHAI hopes to be active in all
regions with major Jewish populations.

Whereas we are committed to the perpetuation of the Jewish people, Judaism,
and the centrality of the State of Israel to the Jewish people, the objectives
of AVI CHAI are simply stated:

To encourage mutual understanding and sensitivity among Jews of different
religious backgrounds and commitments to observance.

To encourage those of the Jewish faith towards greater commitment to
Jewish observance and lifestyle by increasing their understanding,
appreciation, and practice of Jewish traditions, customs and laws.

AVI CHAI adheres to the philosophy of Rav Avraham Yitzhak HaCohen
Kook, zt'l, Chief Rabbi of Israel from 1921-1935, in drawing guidance for
its programmatic philanthropy.

Our first project in Israel was a conference on Rav Kook's teachings and
philosophy, held in 1985 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his
passing. Further activities towards disseminating Rav Kook's philosophy
have been the establishment of a Pedagogic Center at Beit HaRav Kook in
Jerusalem, and the creation of an audio-visual presentation at the Center.

A major undertaking has been participation in the creation of, and ongoing
support for, Beit Morasha of Jerusalem, an institute of higher learning which
prepares rabbis and educators to better address the needs of contemporary
Israeli society.

The findings of the in-depth study commissioned from The Louis Guttman
Israel Institute of Applied Social Research on "Beliefs, Observances, and
Social Interaction Among Israeli Jews," are a basis for our ongoing effort to
encourage discussion about the Jewish character of Israeli society.

One project based on the study is being carried out in the Israel Defense
Forces, in conjunction with the Shorashim educational organization. The
pilot stage is designed to increase knowledge of Judaism and Zionism among
a cross-section within the officers corps, and, if successful, will be expanded.

The Guttman study originally appeared in Hebrew and English, and has
subsequently been translated into Russian, Spanish and French. A similar
study has been commissioned to analyze the beliefs, religious practices and
social interaction of high-school age youth in Israel.

In order to improve the teaching of Jewish studies in the State School system,
AVI CHAI is supporting the development, by the Centre for Educational
Technology (CET), of a Jewish studies curriculum for junior high schools
as well as a new program in teacher training at Oranim, the School of
Education of the Kibbutz Movement.

Some of AVI CHAI's additional activities in recent years include support for:
El Ami, for programming to strengthen commitment to Jewish values and
practice; activities of rabbis and teachers in development towns through the
Mevaseret Zion Educational Center; a family education program by Amiad;
and a Russian-language program at the Yaacov Herzog Teachers Institute.

AVI CHAI works to promote its goals through a variety of projects in North
America, as well.



THE AVI CHAI PRIZE IN ISRAEL- 5755

The AVI CHAI Prize is today being awarded for the third consecutive year.

The aim of the Prize is to recognize and encourage significant initiatives
which contribute towards increasing mutual understanding and sensitivity
among Jews of different backgrounds and commitments to religious observance.

The Prize may be conferred on any resident of Israel (not an institution,
organization, or any other public body) who has made a significant, ongoing
or innovative contribution to creating a bridge between Jews with different
approaches to tradition, and whose activities stem from an approach of
understanding and appreciation for the various facets of the Jewish heritage.

The Selection Committee is composed of nine people of public stature in
Israeli society, who represent a broad spectrum of approaches to Jewish
tradition.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5755 is in the amount of NIS 50,000.

The AVI CHALI Prize in Israel - 5753 was awarded to Dr. Daniel Tropper, of
Jerusalem, initiator and founder of GESHER.

For two decades, GESHER has hosted joint meetings for youth from schools throughout
the country, to bring together students who represent different orientations toward
Jewish tradition, with the goal of strengthening their Jewish-Zionist identity and
contributing to tolerance between religious and secular Jews.

The AVI CHAI Prize in Israel - 5754 was awarded to Aryeh Ben-Gurion, of Kibbutz
Beit HaShita, founder of the Inter-kibbutz Holiday Archives.

The Archives have ime%rated Jewish tradition into the kibbutz community, creating
an innovative Jewish cultural infrastructure in a changing world, for the kibbutz and
the entire country.

SELECTION COMMITTEE

Dr. Carmi Yogev, Chairman
Educator; Chairman of the Board, Center for Educational Technology

Rabbi Yehuda Leon Askenazi
Rabbi and Educator; founder of Yair Center for the Study of Judaism and
Zionism; Recipient of the Speaker of the Knesset Prize

Judge David Bar Tov
Former adviser to three Presidents ;Regional Judge (ret.); former head of Liaison
Bureau, Foreign Ministry; Recipient of Bublik Prize, Hebrew University

Prof. Yehuda Bauer
Pr%{essor and Academic Chairman, Institute of Contemporary Jewry,
Hebrew University
Rochelle Furstenberg
Journalist, Contributing Editor, The Jerusalem Report
Prof. Hava Lazarus-Yafeh
Professor of Islamic Civilization, Hebrew University;
Recipient of Israel Prize for Historical Research

Gurion Meltzer
Chairman, Bezeq Communications Ltd.

Victor Shem-Tov
Former Minister of Health and Member of Knesset

Prof. David W. Weiss
Professor of Medicine, Hebrew University - Hadassah Medical Center;
Member, Board of Trustees of AVI CHAI



THE AVI CHAI PRIZE IN ISRAEL - 5755

is awarded to

DR. ZVI ZAMERET

Director of Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi, whose career and lifestyle provide a
personal example of the successful dialogue between Jews of different
religious backgrounds.

Since the mid-1960's, Dr. Zvi Zameret's activities have been marked by his
contributions to greater understanding between Jews from different backgrounds
and with different approaches to Jewish tradition. Noted for his congenial personality,
Zvi Zameret has shown great sensitivity to the problems of Israeli society and
culture. Not content with merely exhorting others to work toward a better society,
he has set a personal example by acting on his beliefs. Following the Yom Kippur
War; he elected to abandon academic pursuits and focus on practical educational
work. In this period he founded and directed the Centers for Jewish-Zionist Education
(Melitz). After a number of years of work in Zionist education with these Centers,
Zameret and his family moved to the northern development town of Kiryat Shmona,
during its most difficult period - the years leading up to the war in Lebanon and
the war years themselves. During his years of service there as principal of a high
school, he successfully built up a teaching staff of both religious and secular teachers.
Hoping to build an integrated community of religious and secular Jews, he and his
family chose to be among the first residents of the settlement of Efrat, in Gush
Etzion, hopes which were to a great extent not fulfilled. After six years in the
Jerusalem area, during which time Zameret was appointed Director of Yad Izhak
Ben-Zvi (an institute for research, publications and educational programs on Eretz
Yisrael and the Oriental Jewish communities), the family decided to spend a
sabbatical year in the Negev development town of Yeruham. They returned to the
Jerusalem area five years ago, settling in the near-by town of Beit Shemesh, and
Zameret reassumed his position at Yad Ben-Zvi.

In all these activities, Dr. Zvi Zameret has worked to bring Jews closer to religious
and traditional values, and to integrate them with the values of a modern democratic
society. For over twenty-five years now, he has been educating "secular" Jews in
Jewish studies, and has fought to convince people defined as "religious" to respect
the values of others and to refrain from self-righteous paternalism. His actions are
based on a belief in common curricula and textbooks, joint educational institutions,
and pluralistic cultural systems that respect the entire spectrum of Jewish ideas.

Zvi Zameret has succeeded in building model educational systems that focus on
pluralistic education to Jewish values. The three organizations that he directed -
the Centers for Jewish-Zionist Education (Melitz), the Danziger High School in
Kiryat Shmona, and Yad Ben-Zvi - developed tremendously under his direction.
Motivated by these same beliefs and values, he has been active in a variety of public
arenas, for example, his work with Jews in the Soviet Union, his activity with The
Seminary of Judaic Studies (affiliated with the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America), his educational work in relation to the Holocaust, and his active role in
the Shinhar Committee on school curricula. Many of the articles that he has written
and published over the course of many years, in publications such as Shdemot,
Petahim, and Idan, and in the press, as well as his book The Melting Pot, deal
with issues of Jewish identity. Most of these have succeeded in increasing the
awareness of the dangers inherent in polarization, and call for greater respect for,
and sensitivity to all Jews.

For all the above, the Selection Committee has resolved unanimously that Dr. Zvi
Zameret merits the AVI CHAI Prize for 5755.
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